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The spawning season of Haliotis discus discus along the coast of Kunda, Miyazu City, Kyoto Prefecture

Michihiko Kumon, Keigo Yamamoto* and Akio Douke

Female Haliotis discus discus, caught along the coast of Kunda, Miyazu City, Kyoto Prefecture in September

2009 through December 2010, were checked for their gonadosomatic index (GI) and examined histologically,

to estimate the spawning season of this species. According to the results of the histological observation, the

shellfish at the spawning stage were appeared between early October and mid-December in 2009 and between

mid-October and early December in 2010, with the percentage of shellfish at the spawning stage reaching

100% in November each year. The shellfish at the spent stage were seen in December each year. These results

suggest that the spawning season of H. discus discus is October through December, with a peak reached around

November. The seawater temperature at the peak of spawning season was 17-20°C. It seems difficult to estimate

the spawning season of H. discus discus solely on the basis of changes in GI.
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Fig. 1 Location of collection sites for H. discus discus.
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Table 1 Sampling data for H.discus discus used in this

study.
Sampling date Numllaer of Range of shell
specimens length (mm)
9 Sep. 2009 3 105-138
1 Oct. 7 102-120
14 5 100-119
30 5 106-134
4 Nov. 5 110-116
19 5 120-146
24 5 115-134
30 5 117-150
15 Dec 5 115-145
24 3 112-132
12 Jan. 2010 5 105-141
19 5 103-124
5 Feb. 5 103-130
13 Apr. 5 103-125
8 Jun. 5 105-147
16 Sep. 3 131-135
6 Oct. 5 104-139
14 5 101-149
25 5 105-143
8 Nov. 5 104-125
19 3 115-131
3 Dec. 5 100-137
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discus discus.
Closed circles and vertical bars indicate mean and
standard deviation,respectively.
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Number of specimens examined is shown above
each bar.
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